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“This would be the best of all
possible worlds if there were
no [organized] religion in it.”
— President John Adams

A Letter from USA President
James Archer and Vice
President Nancy Powell:

Upcoming Events
Pizza Night! 
Tuesday, July 20, 7:30 PM Join us for
pizza during our Tuesday, July 20th
meeting at the Atheist Community
Center, 6514 SE Foster Rd., Portland!
We’ll order no later than 7:45 and
have the nearby Round Table deliver
some atheist pizza.* Please bring $5
per person to cover the cost of pizza.
*A prize will be given for the best
definition of atheist pizza.

Weekly Meetings
Every Tuesday, 7:30 PM Join us at
the Atheist Community Center, 6514
SE Foster Rd., Portland. Guests and
the public are always welcome to
attend. 

July 6, 13, 20, 27
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

“Bunk Busters” 
“Bunk Busters” is the cable TV show
produced by USA and co–hosted by
Jerry Billings and Kendall Auel. It is
cablecast through Portland Cable
Access. Contact: Alfredo Torrejon at
bunkbusters@unitedstatesatheists.com.

Schedule (subject to change):
Tuesdays 7:30 PM Ch. 22
Saturdays 1:30 PM Ch. 23
Sundays 5:30 PM Ch. 11

Note new time on Sundays!
For an up–to–date program schedule:
www.pcatv.org/programming/
tab.htm#m2681_

Web Site
Check our Web site for the latest
info:www.unitedstatesatheists.com

Dial–An–Atheist
For a weekly message of common
sense, dial 503–ATHEIST (284–3478).

Critical Thinker
Deadline for next issue: August 15,
2004. Submission guidelines at:
www.unitedstatesatheists.com/criti-
calthinker. Send submissions to the
editor at criticalthinker@unitedstate-
satheists.com, or mail in care of
the USA address.

U N I T E D
S T A T E S

A T H E I S T
S

Help United States Atheists fight the

Religious Ri
ght for anot

her year!

Are you tire
d of being a

sked for mon
ey over

and over agai
n? I am. That

 is why I, as
 president

of USA, deci
ded to suspe

nd our usual
 fundraising

activities s
ince the beg

inning of 20
04. No one

has been aske
d to renew th

eir membershi
p, no fund

raising lett
ers have bee

n sent, and 
except for

our usual “p
assing the h

at” at weekl
y meetings,

no one has b
een asked fo

r donations.
  

As president
 of USA my p

rimary goal 
has been

to improve t
he quality o

f what we do
, and I feel

real progres
s has been m

ade. In the 
last year we

have rebuilt
 our Web si

te and acqui
red over 60

new Web-based members. We have redesigned the

Critical 
Thinker and distributed 

it on a bi-

monthly basis. Our Atheist Community Center

remains a re
fuge for Ath

eists in a 
hostile and

irrational w
orld.

It goes witho
ut saying, ho

wever, that w
e need

funds to ope
rate the Cen

ter and supp
ort the good

name of Athe
ism in these

 troubled an
d troubling

times. The n
eed for USA 

has never be
en greater. 

But there is 
good news. Th

anks to a ver
y gen-

erous offer 
from a fello

w Atheist (w
ho chooses

anonymity) w
e have been 

offered matc
hing funds!

This means th
at for every 

dollar donate
d, we will

get another 
dollar to su

pport the wo
rk of the

Center.  
(OVER)
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So I am aski
ng each of y

ou to make a
 contributio

n at this ti
me.

If our effor
ts are succe

ssful, you w
ill not be a

sked to dona
te again

until next y
ear. If you c

are about US
A and want it

 to continue
 to work

for Atheist 
rights and a

 more just an
d rational w

orld, then n
ow is the

time to give
. Your money

 will be dou
bled and I p

romise that 
what you

give will be
 used pruden

tly and effe
ctively.   

As an Atheis
t I cannot o

ffer you ete
rnal life, m

iraculous he
al-

ing, or assu
re you your 

prayers will
 be answered

. What I can
 offer is

the gratifica
tion of know

ing that you
 have helped

 make the wo
rld safer

for logic, r
eason, and h

uman decency
. Please giv

e what you c
an.

Thank you, 

James E Arch
er

President, U
nited States

 Atheists

PS: Here is 
a note from 

one of the 
great defend

ers of Athei
st

rights:

I am so grat
eful for Uni

ted States A
theists. Whe

n I start to
 feel

that I am al
one in my va

lues I come 
to a Tuesday

 night meeti
ng and

spend time w
ith others w

ho share my 
feelings. I 

can discuss 
issues of

religion wit
hout the fea

r of offendi
ng anyone. I

 am with my 
own. We

also celebra
te the victor

ies that come
 from standin

g up for our 
rights

in the court
s, schools, 

and governme
nt.

Thanks to Ja
mes Archer, 

Jerry Billin
gs, Nan Stei

nebach, Alfr
edo

Torrejon, Ke
ndall Auel, 

Chuck Lander
s, James Smi

th, John Aha
 and oth-

ers, for all
 they do to 

maintain the
 Center. The

y donate tim
e, ener-

gy, and mone
y so that I 

have a refug
e. Even if y

ou have neve
r come to

the Atheist 
Community Ce

nter, it is 
here for you

. A place of
 refuge

for people l
ike us: thos

e without re
ligion.

Enclosed is 
an envelope 

for you to s
end a tax-de

ductible don
ation

to United St
ates Atheist

s. And remem
ber: your do

nation will 
be dou-

bled! 

Please dig de
ep into your 

heart and wal
lets. Thanks 

in advance fo
r

your generos
ity and frie

ndship.

Nancy Powell

Vice Preside
nt, United S

tates Atheis
ts
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What Would Jerry Do?
by Jerry Billings Treasurer & Co–host of “Bunk Busters,” United States Atheists

Today’s column is a reversal of the
ordinary format. Instead of the

usual question or comment first and
then my answer, this time we will have
my experience followed by a letter from
Mr. Frank Araujo of Vista, California. So
here we go, first with Jerry’s problem,
then the better answer from Frank.

[Jerry] I was once thrown out of an
Oregon State Fair booth that displayed
a sign, “Will you go to Heaven? Just
answer two questions.” The first ques-
tion was,“Do you believe that you will
go to Heaven?”My answer being,“No,”
the booth’s operator then refused to ask
me question number 2. Oh, that I had
the presence of mind to tell the opera-
tor as did our friend, Frank Araujo,what
Jerry would do if he had been raised as
a Roman Catholic and if he were clever
enough to have given such a great
response. I would have acted like this
when Frank Araujo passed the Jews for
Jesus table.

[Here’s Frank] I was asked to take a
survey. I said,“Sure. Why not?”

Q: Do you belong to a religious
organization or consider yourself a
member of a recognized faith?

A:Yes.
Q:What faith?
A: I’m a Roman Catholic.
Q: Do you believe that when you

die, you’ll go to heaven?
A: No.
Q: (Some surprise expressed) Why?
A: I don’t accept the concept of

heaven.
Q: (Silence and stares) Huh? Do you

mean that you don’t believe in heaven?
A: I think you could say that.
Q: Do you believe in God?
A: If you mean an anthropomorphi-

cized spirit who created the universe by
some magical deistic fiat, no.

Q: (Eyes narrowing) Do you believe

the Bible is the word of God?
A: Certainly not.
Q: (Eyes very narrow at this point)

Then, what do you believe the Bible is?
A: A collection of writings written

by men with a political agenda, com-
piled and edited by men with political
agendas and used by people with polit-
ical agendas.

Q: How can you consider yourself a
Catholic if you don’t believe in God or
the Bible?

A: Culture. It’s part of my ethnic
identity. Besides, I enjoy going to mass
and losing myself in the mystery of the
moment. It’s just that I’m willing to
leave my ideology where it belongs: at
the church’s doorstep. It’ll be there
when I come back next week.

Q: Does your priest know this?
A: It’s really none of his business. At

this point, the “survey” ended. I was
thanked and told by body language that
the conversation had ended.

[Jerry, again] Doesn’t it make one
feel humble to see how someone else
has really handled himself?

Here is an unsigned postcard from
someone who apparently watches our
cable TV show “Bunk Busters” as a form
of self-torture.The spelling and punctu-
ation are those of the writer.

Dear Atheists,
Since you believe in science then refuse (?) to
consider analysis of “paranormal” phenono-
ma could be inconsistant! See the TV show
“Unexplained Mysteries” (Ch. 12, 6-7 PM

scheduled for documentation of some very
interesting phenonoma: ET craft (“UFOs”),
ghosts (implying life after death) and so on.

I still think your show is “funny” in a
tragic sort of way.

—  Watcher

Dear Watcher,
So you have an opinion. And what’s
new about that? Everyone has opinions
but that does not entitle every opinion
to be given respect. Many opinions are
about things which no rational person
is willing to consider even for a
moment. Ghosts, fortune telling, ESP

and other paranormal events are a fine
example of that type of irrationality.
Since there is absolutely no evidence of
any connection of those things to reali-
ty, there is also no reason for our typi-
cally rational person to sacrifice even a
minute of time upon those beliefs.

It is alright to watch programs that
are built around fictional events and
imagine that they are real. We all do
that. But we, being rational, do not real-
ly believe that what we have seen por-
trays an actual event.You were watching
a TV show that was produced for only
one purpose — to get you and the
other viewers to watch the advertise-
ments. Network television exists solely
as an entertainment medium with com-
mercials, not to disseminate knowledge.
If you believe that a TV show is the
place to get serious information then
there is a danger that you will also
believe whatever a car salesman, politi-
cian or preacher tells you. Do you
believe for a second that John Edward
actually gets messages from the dead?
Have you fallen into the trap set by
Benny Hinn and his fake healings? Can
Marion “Pat” Robertson really control
the path of a hurricane? Do you accept
that Bigfoot stalks the Northwest tim-
ber country? And don’t forget, do you
believe that O. J. is really innocent?

— Jerry



Earn $500—$2500 per month  
Our Experts In Home Based Business Solutions Can Help 

What the Software and Licensing package provides: 
•        Reliable Hosting (99.99% up-time guarantee) for you and your clients 
•        Initial Hosting for up to 25 web sites for which YOU charge and collect hosting fees for 
•        FREE text editing tool to use with your and your clients web sites 
•        Email Server with POP 3 and Web Based Email for you and your clients 
•        Multiple Custom Layouts and Hundreds of Colors to choose from 
•        Flexibility that allows you to easily Import your own Adobe Photoshop* (or other) Designs 
•        Free FORM BUILDER software 
•        Easily upload Images, PDF files, Word files and more 
•        Programming support provided for large projects 
•        Domain Name Registration 
•        Marketing Support and Sales tips 

Minimal Investment and Monthly Licensing Fee 
Be Set Up and working in UNDER 1 Week! 

Packages and Price Options Available 
Start your own small business today!  Bill your clients for such things as Design, Site 

Development, Hosting, Email, Additional Pages, Calendar Development and that money 
is YOURS! 

 
www. WebSitesPartTime.com 

Sales@websitesparttime.com          Providing ‘e’nitiatives since 1997 

Toll Free 1-888-257-3220 
 
*Adobe Photoshop or other design software not included in all Packages 
**DSL or Cable connection recommended.  Site Building software not Mac compatible. 

With Technology back on the rise and Internet usage growing 
every week, every company should have an internet presence. 

Is this the year you finally start YOUR own business? 

Build websites part time from your home.  YES, that’s right, fully     
designed, fantastic, functional websites built from your home         

computer!  No Programming Knowledge Required!!! 

Sample Functionality:  Online Calendars, Quizzes/Tests, Golf Tournament Scoring, Mortgage Loan 
Applications, Calculator, Forms, Member/Client password protected pages, online updateable           
restaurant menus. 
 
Potential Client List:  Mortgage companies an Loan Officers, non-profit groups, golf courses, small 
banks, law firms, CPA’s, rental property owners, small retail shops, small restaurants…..and MORE! 
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I am an Atheist and would like to join United States Atheists.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: (          ) E–mail:
If you provide your e-mail address we will add you to our e-mail list to keep you updated on USA news
and events. If you do not wish to be added to the list, please check this box: ❑
Your personal information will be used only for United States Atheists purposes and will not be sold or
shared with other organizations.

I would like to help out financially. Enclosed is a charitable donation:
❑ Student or Low Income ($15) ❑ Basic ($40) ❑ Couple ($60)
❑ Supporting ($100) ❑ Lifetime ($600)      ❑ Other Amount: $_________
Please make check or money order payable to United States Atheists and mail to:

United States Atheists
6514 SE Foster Rd.
Portland, OR 97206–4659

You may also join at any of our regular meetings, held every Tuesday evening at 7:30
at the above address. Contributions are also gratefully accepted at our meetings.

United States Atheists is a 501(c)(3) educational charity run by volunteers. Donations are tax-deductible.
Consult a licensed tax expert for details on how it would apply in your tax situation.
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Join us for
Pizza Night

on July 20th!


