
Critical Thinker
Upcoming Events
Adopt–A–Highway Cleanup 
Saturday, June 12, 9:00AM Join us for
about two hours of cleaning up the
stretch of highway “adopted” by USA.
Meet at the Atheist Community
Center, 6514 SE Foster Rd., Portland.
Dress for the weather and bring a pair
of work gloves.

Weekly Meetings
Every Tuesday, 7:30PM Join us at the
Atheist Community Center, 6514 SE
Foster Rd., Portland. Guests and the
public are always welcome to attend. 

May 4, 11, 18, 25
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

“Bunk Busters” 
“Bunk Busters” is the cable TV show
produced by USA and co–hosted by
Jerry Billings and Kendall Auel. It is
cablecast through Portland Cable
Access. Contact: Alfredo Torrejon at
bunkbusters@unitedstatesatheists.com.

Schedule (subject to change):
Tuesdays 7:30 PM Ch. 22
Saturdays 1:30 PM Ch. 23
Sundays 5:30 PM Ch. 11 

Note new time on Sundays!
For an up–to–date program schedule:
www.pcatv.org/programming/tab.htm
#m2681_

Web Site
Check our Web site for the latest info.
www.unitedstatesatheists.com

Dial–An–Atheist
For a weekly message of common
sense, dial 503–ATHEIST (284–3478).

Critical Thinker
Deadline for next issue: June 15, 2004.
Submission guidelines at: www.united-
statesatheists.com/criticalthinker.
Send submissions to the editor at
criticalthinker@unitedstatesatheists.com,
or mail in care of the USA address.
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“We must question the story logic of having an all-

knowing all-powerful God, who creates faulty humans,

and then blames them for his own mistakes.”

— Gene Roddenberry
— Creator of “Star Trek”

“Question with boldness
even the existence of a God”
— Pres.Thomas Jefferson

Last issue I addressed the accom-
plishments of 2003.These included

stabilizing our finances, our new Web
site, the highway cleanup program, and
the new Critical Thinker.

This issue I would like to focus on
goals and objectives for the coming
year.

It is always more pleasant to talk
about what has been accomplished
than to address areas of weakness, but
without honestly, we cannot move for-
ward. Formulating goals requires that
we make an honest assessment of
where we are. So let’s begin.

Meeting attendance has been below
expectations. I would like to see 20 to
25 people at most meetings. Our aver-
age is well below this.

USA has no paid staff and is com-
pletely dependent on volunteer sup-
port. Typical tasks that need support
are: cleaning the Center, answering e-
mail, presenting meetings, highway
cleanup, etc. Support for USA activities
is strong in some areas but very weak in
others. Part of our credibility is based
on our ability to do a quality job of
running the organization, and that
requires support from everyone.When
we fail to do a good job, it reflects
poorly on all atheists.

Here are my major goals for this
year:
• Maintain current programs such as 

the Critical Thinker
• Increase attendance at weekly

meetings 
• Assure a timely response to inquiries,

such as e-mail, phone calls, etc.
• Increase participation in the

Highway Cleanup Program. Our
name is on this program and we 
need to live up to our commitment

• Consider building a more effective 
sign for the front of the Center to 
attract more members

• Continue our efforts to have more
social activities, such as the Pie
Social

• Keep the Web site updated with cur-
rent information and expand its 
content

• Improve maintenance of the Center
• Hold a major fund raiser this sum-

mer using matching funds provided 
by a generous donor
If you have questions or comments

concerning these goals, feel free to
contact me at President@unitedstates-
atheists.com or, better yet, come to a
meeting and talk to me in person.
Together we can make USA a model
for atheist activism. ■

State of USA: Goals for 2004
by James E. Archer President, United States Atheists
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Atheist News & Views

For many years as the co-host of
“Bunk Busters,” the United States

Atheists television show, Jerry Billings
and I reported on what we called
“smorgasbord religion” — religion
when and where you want it. Pick and
choose what fits your likes and dislikes
and disregard all the other religious
teachings of the Old Testament. For
some Christians “Homosexuality is an
abomination” and that is why gay mar-
riage is wrong. But wait — the Bible
also says eating anything from the sea
that does not have fins is also an abom-
ination. But where are the picketers at
Red Lobster or Newport Bay? Well, I
can’t answer that question but I can tell
you first-hand that there were plenty of
religious protesters on March 3rd when
Multnomah County began issuing mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples. I was
proud to be in attendance as an atheist
minister, legally marrying many old
friends and even more new ones –
dozens in all. Here is what I came to
know first-hand.

Multnomah County (Oregon’s most
populous county) started granting mar-
riage licenses to gay and lesbian couples
because the county attorney said refus-
ing to do so was unconstitutional.“The
Oregon Constitution prohibits the
county from discriminating against
same-sex couples when they are apply-
ing for marriage licenses because that
kind of discrimination based on gender
and based on sexual orientation is not
allowed in Oregon,” said County
Attorney Agnes Sowle. The law reads:
“Marriage is a civil contract entered
into in person by males at least 17 years
of age and females at least 17 years of
age, who are otherwise capable.” The
legislature’s chief legal counsel said that

the state’s marriage law could be found
unconstitutional because it treats same-
sex couples as unequal to heterosexuals.

Couples began lining up in the wee
hours of the morning outside the
County administrative offices. By the
time I got there at 9:00 a.m., there were
hundreds of people in attendance.They
wanted to solidify their relationships in
the way that, until that day, only hetero-
sexual couples could — by having a
legally-recognized marriage. Of the 18
weddings I performed that day, the
youngest relationship was one of six
years. One older couple had been
together 35 years. They wished their
parents could have been there to cele-
brate this joyous day in their lives, but
none were still living. This couple had
experienced so much together, and they
wept as they said their vows.

So what’s the beef with same-sex
marriage? Granted, there is a distinction
between marriage in the church and
marriage by the government. Should
churches be forced to perform mar-
riages? Of course not. Why? Because
they are private organizations that can
choose what couples meet the criteria
for marriage within the confines of
their private property and the rules of
their organization. Should the govern-
ment follow this same rule? No! There
is no legal reason that same-sex partners
should not be allowed the same legal
rights as opposite-sex couples. It’s a sim-
ple separation of church and state issue.

Please join me in celebrating this
victory in an important church-state
separation issue. ■

Editor’s Note: As of April 20, Multnomah
County has halted issuing same-sex mar-
riage licenses, pending further legal action.

God Hates Shrimp 
and Gay Marriage in Portland
by Nancy Powell Vice President, United States Atheists

You Can Help 
United States Atheists!

United States Atheists is in the mid-
dle of a serious financial shortfall.

Sadly, members have been very hard-hit
by the current unemployment situation
in our nation. Yet, if every member
would contribute the price of two cups
of coffee every week, there would be
no crisis.A cup of coffee is on average–
how much? The answer is a dollar and a
quarter. Two cups are two-fifty. That’s
less than a pack of cigarettes or popcorn
at a movie theater.

Since no matter how desperate
USA’s needs are, we are fully aware that
there are those who will never help. So
the burden falls on your shoulders. This
is an emergency. Please do your best to
help your atheist organization. USA
works constantly for the cause and it’s
all volunteer, so 100% of your tax-
deductible contribution goes to USA
expenses (electric bill, postage, etc.).

The need is urgent. Without your
help we simply don’t know what to do.
Please use the coupon on the back page
of this issue and mail a tax-deductible
contribution to USA now. You may also
make a donation at any of our weekly
meetings, held every Tuesday night at
7:30 at your Atheist Community
Center.

— Jerry Billings
— Treasurer, USA

Join us for lively discussions
and good times at our weekly
meetings, held every Tuesday
night, 7:30 PM at the Atheist
Community Center, 6514 SE

Foster Road in Portland. 
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What Would Jerry Do?
by Jerry Billings Treasurer & Co–host of “Bunk Busters,” United States Atheists

Dear Jerry,
The Bible tells us that marriage is a sacred
institution to be entered into only between
one man and one woman. It has always been
that way and it should always be that way. I
support the president’s idea to put this into
the Constitution. Since I already suppose
that you will not agree with me, I would like
to see your reasons but read your Bible first.

— A Happily-Married 
—Christian Wife

Dear Married,
It is my pleasure to give you a little
Bible lesson. If you have ever watched
“Bunk Busters,” you have seen my co-
host Kendall Auel and I mention the
tendency of religious folks to pick and
chose the parts of the Bible that they
either like or dislike.We call this “smor-
gasbord religion.” I have read the Bible
and have some biblical instructions on
marriage.

Simply being married will not bar a
man from bringing additional wives or
female sex slaves — the bible calls them
“concubines” — into the family home
as King David did in II Sam 5:13;
Solomon had seven hundred wives and
three hundred concubines (I Ki. 11:3);
Rehoboam had eighteen wives and
sixty concubines by whom he fathered
twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.

The bride must be a virgin. If she
fails the test of virginity she is to be
killed at her parents’ front door (Deut.
22:20 & 21). Of course, if she lost her
virginity as a result of rape she may
force the rapist to marry her.The Bible
says,“If a man find a damsel that is a vir-
gin, which is not betrothed, and lay

hold on her, and lie with her, and they
be found; Then the man that lay with
her shall give unto the damsel’s father
fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his
wife; because he hath humbled her, he
may not put her away all his days”
(Deut 22:29). Talk about an abusive
marriage!

A marriage between a believer and a
non-believer resulted in an even 24,000
executions of the death sentence (Num.
25:1-9). Parents are not to allow inter-
marriage (Ezra 9:12 and Neh. 10:30).

If a married man dies before having
children, his brother must marry the
widow, have sexual relations with her
and cause her to become pregnant; if he
refuses he shall be killed (Gen. 38:6-10).
But another remedy is mentioned else-
where: if the brother refuses, the widow
shall take one of his shoes from his foot
and she shall spit in his face. Ever after-
wards he shall be called “The house of
him who had his sandal removed”
(Deut. 25:5-10).

Biblical marriage is not exactly a
heaven on Earth, but who said that it
would be?

— Jerry

Jerry,
Why do you make such a big thing about
the reference to God in the Pledge of
Allegiance? The most that can be said about
it is that it is a purely ceremonial reference
and harmless in context.

—  A Patriotic American

Dear APA,
If you are of the opinion that the

“Under God” part of the Pledge of
Allegiance is merely ceremonial, just
look at what President Eisenhower had
to say about it (and he should have
known). Remember that it was
Eisenhower who was the moving force
behind the 1954 addition of the con-
troversial words. It is clear that the law
was designed for the primary purpose
of advancing religion.

“In this way we are reaffirming the
transcendence of religious faith in
America’s heritage and future; in this
way we shall constantly strengthen
those spiritual weapons which forever
will be our country’s most powerful
resource in peace and war.”

— Flag Day speech, signing 
— bill authorizing addition of 
— the words “under God” to 

— — the Pledge of Allegiance,
— 14 June 1954 

“We are particularly thankful to you
for your part in the movement to have
the words ‘under God’ added to our
Pledge of Allegiance. These words will
remind Americans that despite our
great physical strength we must remain
humble.They will help us to keep con-
stantly in our minds and hearts the spir-
itual and moral principles which alone
give dignity to man, and upon which
our way of life is founded. For the con-
tribution which your organization has
made to this cause, we must be gen-
uinely grateful.”

— Message to the Knights of
— Columbus meeting in
— Louisville, 17 August 1954



Earn $500—$2500 per month  
Our Experts In Home Based Business Solutions Can Help 

What the Software and Licensing package provides: 
•        Reliable Hosting (99.99% up-time guarantee) for you and your clients 
•        Initial Hosting for up to 25 web sites for which YOU charge and collect hosting fees for 
•        FREE text editing tool to use with your and your clients web sites 
•        Email Server with POP 3 and Web Based Email for you and your clients 
•        Multiple Custom Layouts and Hundreds of Colors to choose from 
•        Flexibility that allows you to easily Import your own Adobe Photoshop* (or other) Designs 
•        Free FORM BUILDER software 
•        Easily upload Images, PDF files, Word files and more 
•        Programming support provided for large projects 
•        Domain Name Registration 
•        Marketing Support and Sales tips 

Minimal Investment and Monthly Licensing Fee 
Be Set Up and working in UNDER 1 Week! 

Packages and Price Options Available 
Start your own small business today!  Bill your clients for such things as Design, Site 

Development, Hosting, Email, Additional Pages, Calendar Development and that money 
is YOURS! 

 
www. WebSitesPartTime.com 

Sales@websitesparttime.com          Providing ‘e’nitiatives since 1997 

Toll Free 1-888-257-3220 
 
*Adobe Photoshop or other design software not included in all Packages 
**DSL or Cable connection recommended.  Site Building software not Mac compatible. 

With Technology back on the rise and Internet usage growing 
every week, every company should have an internet presence. 

Is this the year you finally start YOUR own business? 

Build websites part time from your home.  YES, that’s right, fully     
designed, fantastic, functional websites built from your home         

computer!  No Programming Knowledge Required!!! 

Sample Functionality:  Online Calendars, Quizzes/Tests, Golf Tournament Scoring, Mortgage Loan 
Applications, Calculator, Forms, Member/Client password protected pages, online updateable           
restaurant menus. 
 
Potential Client List:  Mortgage companies an Loan Officers, non-profit groups, golf courses, small 
banks, law firms, CPA’s, rental property owners, small retail shops, small restaurants…..and MORE! 
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I am an Atheist and would like to join United States Atheists.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: (          ) E–mail:
If you provide your e-mail address we will add you to our e-mail list to keep you updated on USA news
and events. If you do not wish to be added to the list, please check this box: ❑
Your personal information will be used only for United States Atheists purposes and will not be sold or
shared with other organizations.

I would like to help out financially. Enclosed is a charitable donation:
❑ Student or Low Income ($15) ❑ Basic ($40) ❑ Couple ($60)
❑ Supporting ($100) ❑ Lifetime ($600)      ❑ Other Amount: $_________
Please make check or money order payable to United States Atheists and mail to:

United States Atheists
6514 SE Foster Rd.
Portland, OR 97206–4659

You may also join at any of our regular meetings, held every Tuesday evening at 7:30
at the above address. Contributions are also gratefully accepted at our meetings.

United States Atheists is a 501(c)(3) educational charity run by volunteers. Donations are tax-deductible.
Consult a licensed tax expert for details on how it would apply in your tax situation.
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