“Religion consists of a set of [ ]

things which the average
man thinks he believes and
wishes he was certain of.”
— Mark Twain
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2003: The
State of USA

by James E. Archer President, United States Atheists

his is the first of two articles on

what I will call the “state of USA.” In
this, the first article, | will focus on what
was accomplished in 2003. In the next
issue | will discuss the plans for 2004.

Last year we took on the task of
redesigning our Web site to focus on
simplicity, gaining new Web supporters,
and maintaining the site. The new site
was a major success, helping us add
over 40 new supporters. The new site
was successful in providing a quick and
effective way of learning about USA.

The Highway Cleanup program cel-
ebrated its first anniversary of public
service and entitled us to our very own
sign proclaiming United States Atheists
as supporters of the program.Watch for
our sign the next time you visit the
Portland International Airport.

The newly-redesigned bimonthly
Critical Thinker publication also is a year
old and continues our commitment to
outreach and education.

Our Family Sponsor program con-
tinued for the third year, providing a
happy holiday for a family that might
not otherwise have one. Food and
other items were donated to the family
as part of our commitment to public
service.

As part of our commitment to pro-
viding a more social environment for
atheists, we held an ice cream social
that was very well attended and
exceeded our expectations.

Other major activities that have a
long-standing tradition include the

“Bunk
Busters” TV
program,
weekly
meetings,
Solstice parties, our library and, of
course, the continued operation of the
Atheist Community Center.

Finally, we received a promise of a
large financial donation that will be
used in 2004 as part of a matching
funds program; more on this later.

Although space does not permit
recognizing all who have helped, |
would like to give special mention to
Steve Lindell, Alfredo Torrejon, James
Smith, Jerry Billings and Nan Steine-
bach for their support in making the
above accomplishments a reality.

Here are a few numbers that help
paint a picture of last year’s accomplish-
ments:

* Increase in new contacts: over 80
 Increase in “members”: over 70
* Increase in “Web members”:

Over 40
 Increase in average monthly

meeting donations: $25
 Increase in average non—meeting

donations: $200
» Decrease in average weekly

meeting attendance: 2

This was my first year as president of
USA and overall I am pleased with
what was accomplished. Thanks to all
you good atheists for your support and
let’s all get ready for an even better year
in 2004. =

Upcoming Events

Adopt—-A-Highway Cleanup
Saturday, Mar. 13, 9:00 AM Join us
for about two hours of cleaning up the
stretch of highway “adopted” by USA.
Meet at the Atheist Community
Center, 6514 SE Foster Rd., Portland.
Dress for the weather and bring a pair
of work gloves.

Weekly Meetings
Every Tuesday, 7:30pPM Join us at the
Atheist Community Center, 6514 SE
Foster Rd., Portland. Guests and the
public are always welcome to attend.
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
April 6, 13, 20, 27

“Bunk Busters”

“Bunk Busters” is the cable TV show
produced by USA and co-hosted by
Jerry Billings and Kendall Auel. It is
cablecast through Portland Cable
Access. Contact: Alfredo Torrejon at
bunkbusters@unitedstatesatheists.com.

Schedule (subject to change):

Tuesdays 7:30 Pm Ch. 22
Saturdays 1:30 PMm Ch. 23
Sundays  5:30 PMm Ch. 11

Note new time on Sundays!

For an up-to-date program schedule:
Www.pcatv.org/programming/tab.htm
#m2681_

Web Site
Check our Web site for the latest info.
www.unitedstatesatheists.com

Dial-An-Atheist

For a weekly message of common
sense, dial 503—ATHEIST (284-3478).

Critical Thinker

Deadline for next issue: April 15, 2004.
Submission guidelines at: www.united-
statesatheists.com/criticalthinker.
Send submissions to the editor at
criticalthinker@unitedstatesatheists.com,
or mail in care of the USA address.




Atheist News & Views

USA Pie Social

Words and photos by James A. Smith Critical Thinker Editor, United States Atheists

n February 17th, USA hosted a
Pie Social at the Atheist

Community Center in Portland. Many
people came and enjoyed pie, coffee
and good conversation. The gathering

brought out a number of USA members
who don't often come to meetings, as
well as some first—time attendees.

The USA board wishes to thank Nan
Steinebach for all her hard work in

organizing the event and serving pie.
Thanks also go out to everyone who
donated pies. Check future issues of the
Critical Thinker and the USA Web site for
information on upcoming events. =
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Atheist News & Views

What Would Jerry Do?

by Jerry Billings Treasurer & Co—host of “Bunk Busters,” United States Atheists

Dear WWJID Man,
I am proud and happy to Declare that | have
a Personal Relationship with my Creator
and His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
You have no idea of the Beauty of my Love
for God nor of His Love for me. God is out-
side of Space and Time. He not only created
the Universe and the Space surrounding it,
He created Time, itself. He is the Eternal,
from Everlasting to Everlasting. If you would
just take a tiny bit of your time on Earth to
reflect upon God’s Love for you, instead of
putting on that atheist TV show then you
and that sidekick of yours could have a
Personal Relationship with Him, too.

— Waiting for Glory,

Johnson City, OR

Dear Waiting,

A reality check is definitely called for. It
is amazing how some people can fool
themselves into making outrageous
statements. In your case, maybe it is all
of those capital letters that you are so
generous with. The old “God is outside
of space and time” claim is a prime
example. | have yet had a single believ-
er tell me how it is that one can have a
so—called “personal relationship™ with a
being not of this space or this time.
How does one form any relationship
with another that one cannot see,
touch, sense or have a two-way com-
munication with? An owner is closer to
his goldfish in a living room tank than
with anything outside of the space and
time that you and 1 share.

— Jerry

I do not understand why you atheists are so
offended by the words “In God We Trust.” |
notice that you will accept money with those
words boldly printed on the back. Our court-
rooms often have the same words on the wall
behind the judge. Even the director of the
Central New York ACLU is quoted as say-
ing “It's a mere secular statement. It is a
statement that there is a higher law that we
must obey. It is a tradition with our court
system that is not tied to a religious belief. It
doesn’t say that you are being judged by my
deity, neither is it put up as a moral or reli-
gious statement in any way.”

So, why don’t you just put this behind
you and move on? Remember, this is
America and the majority rules.

— A Curious Christian

Dear Curious,

Do we both speak the same language?
The simple fact is that the words *“secu-
lar” and “religious have directly oppo-
site meanings. To say that the phrase “In
God We Trust” is a secular statement is
oxymoronic in the truest sense. To add
that “...neither is it put up for a moral
or religious statement in any way,” is a
fine example of doublespeak. I am
amazed that anyone might consider that
such statements are out to make the
atheists feel any better. The truth is that
neither atheists, agnostics, freethinkers,
humanists nor rationalists are consulted
about how they see this issue. No sur-
vey is taken as to how non-believers
feel about religious slogans being post-
ed in public places. The well-known

Judge Roy Moore case is directly in
point. He was removed from office for
refusing to obey a court order to
remove his 5,000 pound, religious slo-
gan—covered rock from the lobby of the
justice building. The Moore case makes
clear that it is improper and illegal for
public buildings to advertise God-—
belief. But the point of this discussion is
to see how this affects non-religious
folks—most of whom would prefer to
accept money without religious graffiti.

Not to paint everyone with a broad
brush, but many Bible—believers want
to post God slogans on every square
foot of visible public surface. The most
important thought that | can add is that
our beloved U.S. Constitution is based
upon protecting the rights of minori-
ties. Generally speaking, the majority
needs no protection. And please, do not
talk to me about majority rule. No mat-
ter how large a majority might decide
that every wall of every public building
will be adorned with “In God We
Trust,” it would still be illegal and
unconstitutional. Look at the last presi-
dential election — certainly the major-
ity did not rule in that event because
our Constitution said otherwise.

— Jerry

Join us for lively discussions and good times at our weekly
meetings, held every Tuesday night, 7:30 pm at the Atheist
Community Center, 6514 SE Foster Rd., Portland.

Charitable donations to United
States Atheists can reduce your
federal and state income taxes!
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Earn $500—$2500 per month

Our Experts In Home Based Business Solutions Can Help

Build websites part time from your home. YES, that’s right, fully
designed, fantastic, functional websites built from your home
computer! No Programming Knowledge Required!!!

With Technology back on the rise and Internet usage growing
every week, every company should have an internet presence.
Is this the year you finally start YOUR own business?

What the Software and Licensing package provides:

Reliable Hosting (99.99% up-time guarantee) for you and your clients

Initial Hosting for up to 25 web sites for which YOU charge and collect hosting fees for
FREE text editing tool to use with your and your clients web sites

Email Server with POP 3 and Web Based Email for you and your clients

Multiple Custom Layouts and Hundreds of Colors to choose from

Flexibility that allows you to easily Import your own Adobe Photoshop* (or other) Designs
Free FORM BUILDER software

Easily upload Images, PDF files, Word files and more

Programming support provided for large projects

Domain Name Registration

Marketing Support and Sales tips

Sample Functionality: Online Calendars, Quizzes/Tests, Golf Tournament Scoring, Mortgage Loan
Applications, Calculator, Forms, Member/Client password protected pages, online updateable
restaurant menus.

Potential Client List: Mortgage companies an Loan Officers, non-profit groups, golf courses, small
banks, law firms, CPA’s, rental property owners, small retail shops, small restaurants.....and MORE!

Minimal Investment and Monthly Licensing Fee
Be Set Up and working in UNDER 1 Week!
Packages and Price Options Available

Start your own small business today! Bill your clients for such things as Design, Site
Development, Hosting, Email, Additional Pages, Calendar Development and that money
is YOURS!

www. WebSitesPartTime.com
Sales@websitesparttime.com Providing ‘e’nitiatives since 1997

Toll Free 1-888-257-3220

* Adobe Photoshop or other design software not included in all Packages
**DSL or Cable connection recommended. Site Building software not Mac compatible.



Join United States Atheists!
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I am an Atheist and would like to join United States Atheists.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone: ( ) E-mail:

If you provide your e-mail address we will add you to our e-mail list to keep you updated on USA news
and events. If you do not wish to be added to the list, please check this box: O

Your personal information will be used only for United States Atheists purposes and will not be sold or
shared with other organizations.

I would like to help out financially. Enclosed is a charitable donation:
0 Student or Low Income ($15) [ Basic ($40) 0 Couple ($60)
O Supporting ($100) O Lifetime ($600) O Other Amount: $
Please make check or money order payable to United States Atheists and mail to:
United States Atheists
6514 SE Foster Rd.
Portland, OR 97206-4659

You may also join at any of our regular meetings, held every Tuesday evening at 7:30
at the above address. Contributions are also gratefully accepted at our meetings.

United States Atheists is a 501(c)(3) educational charity run by volunteers. Donations are tax-deductible.
Consult a licensed tax expert for details on how it would apply in your tax situation.
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